
 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
INFORMATION 

“May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith and  
may charity be the root and foundation of your life.” 

- Ephesians 3:17 
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Faith Formation  
Registration and Fees 
The registration deadline is August 31 each year.  

Please register early. Fees are as follow: 

Tuition: On or before August 15 

$70 per child with maximum fee per family, $210 

Late Summer Tuition: After August 15 

$150 per child 

 Online registration is available by visiting the Church of St. 
Timothy website: www.churchofsttimothy.com 

 The proper fee must accompany the registration form. Fees 
may be paid electronically or by mailing cash or check to the 
parish office. 

 A scholarship equal to one student’s tuition will be applied 
toward the registration fee for each year-round volunteer 
position. (See next page for more details) 

 Scholarships are available for those who need assistance. Call 
the coordinator for more information at 763.784.1329. 

 
Faith Formation Team 

 Cindy Novak, Director of Parish Faith Formation 
 Kristen Raaen, Coordinator of Children’s Ministries 

(Birth—Grade 5) 
 Rick Craig, Middle and High School Coordinator 

There is no fee for post-confirmation youth. Youth wishing to 
continue participation in faith formation should still register. 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
We are the hands and feet of Christ! 

There are many ways to volunteer at St. Tim’s, including in our 
faith formation programs! Take part in your child’s faith life and 
be a model for the young people of our parish. 

Available volunteer positions: 
 Classroom teacher* 
 Small group leader* 
 Substitute teacher/leader 
 Nursery supervisor* 
 Open gym supervisor (grade 6 - 8) 

 Other opportunities will be available 
throughout the year 

* Year-round positions receive one child’s tuition 
scholarship. Please indicate how you would like to 
volunteer on the registration form. 

Scholarships 
No child is turned away from growing in their faith at the Church 
of St. Timothy.  

Volunteers who participate in an all year position qualify for one 
child’s tuition scholarship. Please indicate how you would like to 
volunteer on the registration form. If you are unable to volunteer, 
but are in need of a scholarship, please contact your program 
coordinator. 

“My favorite thing about teaching is that no matter what level I’m 
teaching—Mustard Seed, Elementary, Middle School, or Confirmation—no 
matter how many times I’ve taught that level, I always learn something new 
every year about myself and my faith from the kids. It isn’t the material I’m 
teaching—it is the kids who reveal to me new ideas or ways of looking at 

our faith. I love the kids, the teaching, and the growing of my faith.” 
- Cindy R., Mustard Seed and elementary teacher 



4 

Nursery 
(Ages 1—5) 
The nursery is available during Sunday 
Masses throughout the school year, 
following the Mustard Seed Sunday 
School schedule. The nursery is located 
in the lower level of the parish center 
and is a great place for children to play. 

Children ages 1—5 are invited to come to the nursery, whether 
you are regular parishioners, or visiting grandchildren. 

Adult and teen volunteers run the nursery, playing games, 
reading books, and even occasionally putting on puppet shows. 

ECFL 
(Ages 1—5) 
The Early Catholic Family Life (ECFL) 
program is designed to help your children 
begin to learn about their faith. It will assist 
you as parents and guardians in teaching 
your children about Jesus, about prayer, and 
about Catholicism. 

The program has been created specifically for 
parents and grandparents of children ages birth to 
5, and is modeled after the Early Childhood Family 
Education program (ECFE), which is taught 
throughout Minnesota’s public school system. 

Families participate in discussion, games, story time, and art 
projects, all while starting to learn about Jesus. 

This is a free program, but does require registration prior to the 
fall or winter sessions. 



5 

Mustard Seed Sunday School 
(Age 3—Kindergarten) 
“Amen, I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, 
you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it 
will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” - Matthew 17:20 
 
Our Sunday School program is 
held Sunday mornings during 
the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Masses for 24 weeks throughout 
the school year. 

Each week begins with large 
group music and story time before breaking into grade level 
classes: Seedlings (three-year-olds), Sprouts (Pre-Kindergarten), 

and Blossoms (Kindergarten). 

Our Seedlings and Sprouts follow the 
curriculum from Bright Beginnings: 
Exploring God’s World. Each lesson is 
based on a Bible concept and includes a 
Bible story and verse, music, interactive 

prayer, games, and art projects. 

The Blossoms curriculum concentrates 
on Bible stories that support Catholic 
Social Teaching. Each week the 
students will focus on a Bible Story. 
Through prayer, art projects, and 
discussion, they will learn how Jesus’ 
teachings connect our spiritual growth 
with the mission of helping all of 
God’s creation. 

Mustard Seed provides a great starting point for children as they 
get to know God! 
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Elementary  
(Grades 1—5) 

At Home with Jesus 
At Home with Jesus is a family based 
religious program for children in 
grades 1—5. Families are provided 
with the curriculum needed for at 
home family study. Everyone then 
come together at monthly meetings 
to share and participate in fun activities together. At Home with 
Jesus usually meets the first Sunday evening of the month, 
beginning in October. The weekend may change due to other 
holidays or circumstances. 

Tuesday Night Faith Formation 
Tuesday evening faith formation classes 
are scheduled for 21 sessions from 
September through March. Classes are 
held for an hour and fifteen minutes in 
the parish center. Parents have the 
option of signing up for either the 
5:15—6:30 p.m. or the 7:00—8:15 p.m. session. 

Children are placed in age level classes where they get the chance 
to meet other children from the parish and learn together. 
Lessons are taught using the Alive in Christ curriculum and 
supplemented with large group presentations, art projects, and 
other hands on activities. These activities help to both develop 
each child’s faith as well as build community in the classroom. 

Please note: Signing up for Tuesday classes or the At Home program does 
not mean children are signed up for sacrament preparation. Children who 
are of age for these sacraments should be signed up for both regular faith 
formation and the specific sacramental preparation. See page 7 for more 
information. 
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First Sacraments 
The Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis has established the 
following requirements in order for an individual to receive the 
sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist: 
 A child must be at least seven years of age as of September 1 (may be 

older). 
 The child must be enrolled and attending an approved religious 

education class for their grade level. 
 
First Reconciliation 
 A parent must attend the initial parent meeting for preparation. 
 A parent and the child must attend the parent-child meeting. 
 Sufficiently prepare the child for First Reconciliation using the 

resources provided by the parish. 
 Preparation takes place October through December. 

 Children enrolled in Tuesday evening faith formation will complete 
preparation in class supported by activities at home. 

 Children enrolled in At Home with Jesus will complete preparation at 
home with their family. 

 
First Eucharist 
 The child and at least one parent or guardian are 

expected to participate in Sunday Mass each week. 
 A child must have celebrated First Reconciliation. 
 A certificate of Baptism must be provided for the 

child. 
 A parent must attend the initial parent meeting for 

preparation. 
 A parent and the child must attend the parent-

child meeting. 
 Sufficiently prepare the child for First Eucharist 

using the resources provided by the parish. 
 Preparation takes place January through March with celebrations the 

last weekend in April and first weekend in May. 

 Children enrolled in Tuesday evening faith formation will complete 
preparation in class supported by activities at home. 

 Children enrolled in At Home with Jesus will complete preparation at 
home with their family. 
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Liturgy of the Word for Children 
(Grades 1—5) 
Liturgy of the Word for Children is offered for children in grades 
one through five at both the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses. There 
are two 9-week sessions—one in the fall and one in the winter.  

Children are sent forth following the opening prayer to more fully 
experience God’s Word. They share the Scriptures, sing and pray 
in a large group, and conclude with small group discussions. They 
then rejoin the full assembly for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

Volunteer ministers (youth in grades 7—12 and adults) lead small 
and large group sessions. Minister training and materials are 
provided. No registration is necessary for children to participate. 

Vacation Bible School 
(Grades Pre-K—6) 
Vacation Bible School is typically held the first 
full week of August, from 9:00 a.m.—noon.  

For this week, children entering 
pre-K through grade six are 
offered the opportunity to come together and learn 
about their faith. Each day is filled with stories, 
crafts, snacks, music, games, and prayer. This is a 

great place to meet friends and make memories. 

Many volunteers—both adults and youth entering seventh grade 
and above—work together to provide 
this wonderful experience for our 
children. 

With a unique theme each year, you 
never know what fun is in store for you! 
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Christmas Pageant 
(Grades Pre-K—12) 
The Christmas pageant is offered every year 
at 3:20 p.m., preceding the 4:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Mass. This program is a 
chance for all children to participate first 
hand in the Christmas story, accompanied 
by the Cobblestone children’s choir. Those 
in grades 5-12 also have an opportunity to 
participate as narrators or puppeteers. 

There are four or five 
rehearsals each year 
(including the dress rehearsal) before Christmas 
Eve. The exact number of rehearsals may be 
affected by the date of Thanksgiving. 

Children’s Ministry 
(Grades Pre-K—5) 
Stay tuned to parish communications 
throughout the year for seasonal activity 
days such as Santa’s Workshop in 
December and Shamrock Fun Day in 
March. These days are fun opportunities 
with crafts, games, and stories for 
children grades pre-K through fifth.  

Other opportunities for children at St. 
Tim’s include the St. Tim’s Kids Book 
Club, open gym, and family activity 
days such as Heroes Unmasked in 
October. 
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Middle School 
(Grades 6—8) 
Youth Group (Faith Formation) 

Middle school students participate in a weekly youth group 
meeting in which they learn faith experientially.  Using activities, 
games, small group conversations, music, prayer and social time, 
this style of learning fosters an energetic atmosphere and allows 
students to fully engage with their Catholic faith. Our curriculum 
follows a three-year cycle: 

• Year 1: Old Testament, Commandments, Morality 

• Year 2: Church History, Prayer, Sacraments 

• Year 3: Jesus in the New Testament, Apostle’s Creed, 
Discipleship. 

 
Middle schoolers meet weekly at the parish center on most 
Wednesday evenings from 5:00 — 6:30 p.m., September  through 
April. 

 
Youth Group Leadership 

Small group leaders are adults and teens who have received the 
sacrament of confirmation. They assist youth in participating in 
the large group activities as well 
as facilitate groups of six to 
eight youth through a discussion
-based lesson plan. Leaders 
make a commitment to be with 
their group for at least 
nine weeks, the length of one of 
three units covered each year. 
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Overnight Retreats 

A retreat is an opportunity for youth to deepen their relationship 
with their friends in the youth group as well as with God.   

Through active games, discussions, prayer, talks and activities, 
participants come to a better understanding of their own values 
and views of the world and themselves.  

A middle school retreat is offered once per year and middle 
school youth are encouraged to attend. The retreats begin 
Saturday morning and end with the 10:30 a.m. Mass on 
Sunday. Retreats are held at St. Tim’s and led by the parish Peer 
Ministry Team and chaperoned by adults. 
 
Social activities and service activities 

Five to seven social or service activities for middle school youth 
are held throughout the year.  

Social activities include may include 
things such as hayrides/bonfires, 
Valleyfair excursions, ski/
snowboarding trips, and lock-ins.  

Service activities include packing 
food at Feed My Starving Children, 
visiting at area nursing homes, and 
assisting with Vacation Bible 
School.   

Middle school youth at St. Timothy’s are welcome to participate 
in youth activities throughout the Archdiocese such as 
Archdiocesan Youth Day, local concerts, or collaborative events 
between churches. 

https://www.fmsc.org/
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High School 
(Grades 9—12) 

Youth Group (Faith Formation) 

9th-12th graders participate in a weekly 
youth group meeting in which they 
learn faith experientially.  

Using activities, games, small group 
conversations, music, prayer, and social 
time, this style of learning fosters an 
energetic atmosphere and allows 

students to fully engage with their Catholic faith.  

Teens engage in guided conversations about living faith in today’s 
world on topics including justice and peace, morality, prayer, Bible 
studies, lifestyles, stewardship, leadership and current events. 
 
High schoolers meet weekly 
at the parish center on most 
Wednesday evenings from 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m., September 
though April. 

 
 
Youth Group Leadership 

Small group leaders are adults who have received the sacrament of 
confirmation. They assist people in participating in the large group 
activities as well as facilitate groups of 6-8 people through a 
discussion-based lesson plan. Leaders make a commitment to be 
with their group for at least 15 weeks, the length of one topic 
unit. There are separate groups for 9th graders and 10th through 
12th graders.  
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Weekend Retreats 

A retreat is a time to step away 
from the daily routines and 
rigors of life to give youth a 
chance to focus on their 
relationships with God, others, 
and self. Retreats include small 
group and large group activities, 
music, recreation time with friends, prayer, and quiet time.  

Two or three retreats are offered annually for all 9th-12th graders 
on various themes. Retreats run from Friday evening 
through Sunday afternoon and are offered off-site at locations in 
Wisconsin and Minnesota. They are led by the parish youth 
ministry team.   

 

Peer Ministry (10-12th grade) 

Peer Ministry is ministry to, with, by and for youth. We are all 
called to minister to those around us. Peer ministry has 
components from basic leadership to advanced supervision and 
evangelization.  In addition to general leadership ministry, peer 
ministers are group leaders for our entire middle school ministry.  
Trainings for peer ministers happens in late summer, and 
leadership development and other opportunities for spiritual 
growth are offered on Wednesday evenings. 

 

Social Events 

Social events and activities are offered throughout the year as 
outreach and relationship-building opportunities to grow in 
community. Past youth group social events have included trips to 
Valleyfair, ski/snowboard outings, and a fall fun excursion with a 
hayride and bonfire.  Teens from St. Timothy’s are welcome to 
participate in youth activities throughout the Archdiocese such as 
Archdiocesan Youth Day, local concerts, or collaborative events 
between churches.   
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Confirmation 
The Church of St. Timothy prepares youth for confirmation as part 
of their high school journey of faith. A candidate for confirmation 
will:  

 Attend Mass weekly. 
 Be registered and active in our 

parish high school youth 
ministry: 

 Weekly attendance at 
Wednesday evening youth 
group, or full-time 
enrollment in a Catholic high school;  

 Attend a parish high school weekend retreat (once/year); 

 Engage in service projects (at least 20 hours per year). 

 Complete three reflection assignments. 

 Meet with a sponsor two to three times during the year of preparation.  

 Attend two sponsor/candidate meetings with your sponsor. 

 Attend a rehearsal, the Rite of Confirmation, and the Rite of Receiving. 

 Provide paperwork required for the proper documentation of being 
confirmed. 

An active high schooler may complete preparation in as little as a 
year, or over a period longer than a year. The earliest a candidate 
would be prepared for confirmation in our parish would be the 
spring of ninth grade, but all high schoolers are welcome to 
participate at any time during high school. More details are 
provided at a spring parent orientation as well as at meetings 
throughout the year.   
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Mission Trips 

Living Stations of the Cross 

Middle and high school youth present Jesus’ journey to Calvary 
in the Living Stations of 
the Cross on Good 
Friday. This is our 
parish’s tradition of     
re-enacting the Stations 
of the Cross and 
presenting it as a prayer 
service led by youth.  

Non-speaking actors, 
narrators, and 
musicians are needed. Rehearsals are typically held on five 
afternoons leading up to Easter.  

Mission trips offer an opportunity for high school youth to 
participate in week-long cross-cultural U.S.-based service every 
summer. Mission trips are a launching pad for participants to 
deepen their identity as Christians. Youth explore and experience 
what it means to be the hands and feet of Christ to others both on 
mission and after returning home. This opportunity is offered for 
teens in grades 9 through 12. 

 
“Unless we can see into people’s 

suffering and recognize their 
needs, we will have nothing to 

offer them. The riches we possess 
only flow forth when we truly 
encounter the needs of others.” 

- Pope Francis 
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Christian Initiation of Children 
If your child is age seven or older and has not 
been baptized and/or is in grade six or above and 
has not been involved in faith formation, please  
contact the parish office to learn more about 
opportunities for sacramental preparation. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
The Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults (RCIA) is intended for persons 
past high school age who have not 
been baptized and/or have been 
baptized (in the Catholic tradition or 
other Christian denomination) but 
have not received the sacraments of 
confirmation and Eucharist. This 
process will bring adults into full 
communion with the Catholic 
Church. 

Candidates for RCIA will have an initial meeting with the 
Director of Parish Faith Formation (in-person or over the phone) 
to determine individual needs for preparation.  A personal 
curriculum will be developed which may include reading 
materials, meetings with the director and/or parish sponsor, 
community involvement, Breaking Open the Word meetings, and 
monthly group meetings with all candidates and catechumens in 
the RCIA process. More intense, weekly sessions will begin in 
February and continue through the celebration of the initiation 
sacraments (normally at the Easter Vigil). The rites of Welcome/
Acceptance, Sending and Election, and possible additional rites 
are also celebrated at parish Masses during this process.  

RCIA is designed to help participants learn about Catholic 
teachings, grow in their own faith, and build connections to the 
Church of St. Timothy.  
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Liability and Release Forms 
The following forms must be signed and submitted before the beginning of 
the faith formation year: 

 Liability Form 
 Photo Release Form 
 Electronic Release Form 

 
St. Tim’s is required to have these forms on file for each child/youth 
participating in programs throughout the year. They will be made available 
to each family registered in faith formation or ministry activities. 

Individual Accommodations 
Please inform the coordinator or place on the registration form 
any special needs your child has that may affect his or her 
classroom experience. Examples include challenges due to reading 
or comprehension ability, physical impairment, emotional or 
behavioral concerns, allergies, etc. 

We are committed to providing the best 
experience for every child at St. Tim’s. 
Communication between coordinators 
and parents is very important in helping 
us meet your child’s needs. 

If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact the coordinators. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
General Questions 

What age does my child have to be in order to participate in the Mustard 
Seed Sunday School program? 

 Your child must be three years old as of 
September 1 

Does my child need to be potty trained to sign up 
for Mustard Seed Sunday School? 

 Potty training is preferred, but not 
required. Please note: we cannot 
change your child. Should diaper 
changing be required, we will call 
you. 

 
How will I find out what class/group my student is in? 

 Letters will be sent to all registered families prior to the start 
of faith formation classes, typically in mid-late August. 

Once we register, am I able to switch times or groups? 
 Yes, if there is space is available. Please contact the 

coordinator. 

How can I place my child with a certain 
teacher or friend? 

 The online registration 
form has a place to 
indicate any special 
requests. If you register 
with a paper form, make a 
note on the form or 
contact the coordinator. 

 
First Eucharist and First Reconciliation Questions 

What if my child has not been baptized and is age seven or older? 
 Your child should sign up for the Christian Initiation of 

Children process. Contact the coordinator. 
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Does my child have to be registered in one of the faith formation programs in 
order to celebrate any of the sacraments? 

 Your child must be registered in faith formation classes or be 
attending a Catholic school. 

How do I register for both faith formation and 
sacrament preparation? 

 On the physical form, be sure to 
complete the “Grades 1-5 faith 
formation” box in the middle of the 
registration form and the appropriate 
sacrament preparation box directly 
below it. On the online form, select the 
applicable boxes. 

What are the ages for celebrating these sacraments 
 Parents must determine the appropriate age for celebrating the 

sacraments. The archdiocese has established second grade as the 
first year in which children may participate in first 
reconciliation or first Eucharist. Both sacraments are typically 
prepared for in the same year. 

 
Confirmation Questions 

Does my child have to be registered in one of the faith formation programs in 
order to celebrate any of the sacraments? 

 Your child must be registered in faith formation classes or be 
attending a Catholic school. 

Are teens finished with faith formation after they are confirmed? 
 Confirmed teens are lifelong learners and are encouraged to 

find concrete methods for continuing their faith formation 
throughout their lives. Some programs that are open for 
confirmed teens include high school youth group, the mission 
trip, Living Stations of the Cross, leading other faith formation 
groups, and various service programs throughout the year. 
Contact the parish office for more information. 
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Policies 
Code of Conduct Policy 

Individuals participating in the Church of St. Timothy’s sponsored 
activities agree to: 

 Participate voluntarily, actively, and with respect for others, facilities, 
and others’ property 

 Turn off cell phones and other electronics 
 
The following are not permitted: 

 Firearms, ammunition, explosives, or other weapons 

 Illegal substances 

 Alcohol or tobacco 

 Harassment, violence, or uncooperative behavior 

 Sexual innuendos or romantic displays of affection 
 
These rules are in place for the health and well-being of all, to help foster 
an atmosphere conducive to faith formation. Violation will result in the 
following disciplinary procedures and/or police being called if necessary. 
 
Discipline Policy 

 Catechist/leader informs the student of the problem and expectations 
for change. Program coordinator is notified. Parents may be notified. 

 If the problem persists, the young person must talk with the 
coordinator or appointed representative. Parents may be notified. 

 Should the problem arise again, parents are immediately called. A 
meeting with the coordinator, parent(s), and/or the catechist/leader 
will be set to discuss the issue. 

 If the problem continues, the student may be dismissed from further 
participation. 

 
Severe Weather Policy 

When severe weather creates extremely difficult or hazardous travel 
conditions, the parish office may be closed and all programs cancelled. Go 
to our website (www.churchofsttimothy.com) or call the parish office for 
cancellation announcements. As a general rule: if school is cancelled, so is 
faith formation. More details will be provided by specific programs. 

http://www.churchofsttimothy.com


 

 

707 89th Avenue NE 
Blaine, MN 55434 

763.378.1329 
www.churchofsttimothy.com/faith-formation-registration 


