
 
March 6, 2022 

First Sunday of Lent 

Church of St. Timothy 

Phone 763.784.1329 Fax 763.784.0652 

All bulletins are available on our website: www.churchofsttimothy.com 

Mission Statement:  We are a progressive, welcoming Catholic community that values full participation in 

worship and community service. We commit to being a peace-loving, Eucharistic community providing 

integrated faith formation and applying gospel values to daily living. 

Church of St. Timothy | 707 89th Ave NE Blaine MN 55434 | 763.784.1329 

Parish Staff 

Pastor                     Fr. Joe Whalen 

Deacon     Tom Quayle 

Deacon/Marriage Ministry  Joe Frederick 

Stewardship/Development Director David Bach 

Middle/High School Faith Formation;  Youth Ministry  Rick Craig 

Administrative Assistant                                       Joy Heifort 

Receptionists                      Jill Hanson, Mary Kalk 

Bookkeeper    Libby Huebner 

Coordinator of Liturgical Music  Therese Jorgensen 

Communications Director   Rhonda Miska 

Director of Parish Faith Formation  Cindy Novak 

Pastoral Minister; Befrienders  Maggie Philbrook 

Coordinator for Children’s Ministries Kristen Raaen 

Maintenance Director   Barry Schuetzler 

Director of Liturgy and Music  Bill Steffl 

Director of Administration and Finance Cathy Sullivan 

See our website for full listing of parish staff. 

 

Office hours: 
   Monday - Friday                       8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
   Saturday          Closed 
   Sunday         8:00 a.m.—noon  

Weekend liturgy schedule  
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. (with American Sign Language  
interpretation)  Sunday: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday evening livestreaming Mass: 5:00 pm 
 
Daily Mass: 9:00 a.m., Monday-Friday (unless there is a  
funeral. Daily Mass intentions are posted on the bulletin boards 
at all church entrances.) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. and 
3:00 p.m. in church, see website for additional opportunities.  
Prayer requests:  Call 763.755.5027 or 763.757.3776.   
 
Communion for homebound: Contact Maggie Philbrook 
Baptisms: Call the office for information on baptismal 
preparation class for parents. 
Weddings: Contact the office to make arrangements and learn 
more about preparation for the sacrament of matrimony at least 
six months prior to the wedding. 



Effective March 1, the Church of St. Timothy is revising our Covid safety protocols. 
Our parish has relied upon CDC and Minnesota Department of Health guidelines in 
establishing our policies since March 2020, and our updated masking policy reflects 
their most recent guidelines.   

Anoka County is currently considered a low-transmission area for Covid. As a result, 
the CDC offers this guidance:  "Wear a mask based on your personal preference, 
informed by your personal level of risk."  

The CDC states "that some people and communities, such as our oldest citizens, 
people who are immunocompromised, and people with disabilities, are at higher risk 
for serious illness and face challenging decisions navigating a world with Covid-19." 
Moreover, we consider the needs of children not yet eligible for the vaccine. As 
Catholics committed to the common good and concern for the most vulnerable, our 
parish is mindful of those who need or prefer masks.  
 

Liturgies and Activities 

For this reason, masks will continue to be required at the 8:30 a.m. Mass on Sundays 
for all in attendance. This is to accommodate those who wish to attend Mass in person 
but prefer, or need, those in attendance to wear masks. Masks will be optional at all 
other Masses.  

Streaming Mass will continue each weekend, as will communion in the circle 
driveway on Sundays at 11:30 a.m. for those who worship through streaming Mass.  

Masks are not required for groups and events within our buildings. Groups may 
decide to meet in person, by Zoom, or outdoors as weather permits. Food safety 
guidelines instituted October 21, 2021 will continue for the preparation and serving of 
food at St. Tim’s. Faith formation families will be contacted directly with any relevant 
updates regarding faith formation programming.  
 

Collaborating for the common good 

All of us can contribute to minimizing the spread of infectious disease by staying 
home when not feeling well. No one is obligated to attend Mass when ill. Echoing 
Pope Francis, our parish continues to encourage vaccination since vaccines are highly 
protective against severe disease, hospitalization, and death.  

The Church of St. Timothy will continue to offer the safest environment we can while 
indoors, including air ventilation, hand-sanitizing stations, and social distancing as is 
possible. If local Covid transmission rates change and/or if the CDC updates their 
recommendations,  we will adjust our practices accordingly and communicate those 
changes in all our parish communications channels. Be assured we are still taking 
precautions, but that we are also so pleased to be well on our way to a return to a 
“post-pandemic normal” in our parish life.  

March 1 St Timothy's Covid Safety Protocols Update 

 

To learn more about responding to our call as Catholics to care for our common home, 
visit www.ecologicalexamen.org or laudatosiactionplatform.org. 

Reconciling God, Creation,  

and Humanity:   

an Ignatian Examen 

Gratitude 

The first step in our ecological examen is gratitude. We begin by giving thanks to God, 
who is unconditional love and infinite creativity, for creation and for being 

wonderfully made.  
The universe unfolds in God, who fills it completely. Hence, there is a mystical 

meaning to be found in a leaf, in a mountain trail, in a dewdrop, in a poor person’s 
face. The ideal is not only to pass from the exterior to the interior to discover the 

action of God in the soul, but also to discover “God in all things.” I see that God is part 
of every facet of creation, operating in the world in the smallest organism to the 

greatest mountain range. 
I give thanks to my God who created all the Earth, all the creatures upon the Earth, 

the fishes of the sea, the birds that soar through the skies, the water that gives us life 
and all humanity. 

I give thanks to a God who molded me in my mother’s womb and who crafts me into 
the person who I am today. I thank God for my life and for all that God has provided 

me to sustain this very life. I recognize all I am and all Creation that surrounds me is a 
gift from God. 

Since limiting meat consumption reduces 
our carbon footprint and strengthens our 

global solidarity, our weekly examen 
page will include a meatless recipe from 

different parts of the world.  
Nicaraguan gallo pinto 
- 2 cups cooked red beans 

- 3 cups cooked rice 
- 1 small onion (chopped) 
- 2 garlic cloves (minced)  

- 2 tablespoons of vegetable oil 
Heat the oil in a frying pan and saute the 
onion until translucent. Add the garlic, 

rice, and beans and cook for 5-7 minutes. 

“There is a nobility in the duty to care for creation 
through little daily actions.”    - Laudato Si, 211  

Did you know? Meatless meal idea 

Nearly all tuna sold in grocery stores is 
dolphin-free, but only those marked 
certified sustainably sourced are 
harvested in ways that conserve tuna 
populations and preserve other ocean 
life, upon which other people may 
depend. Our consumer choices make an 
impact on the Earth and our global 
human family. Learn more sustainably-
sourced tuna at www.greenpeace.org/
usa/oceans/tuna-guide/ 

Where did I feel God’s presence in creation today?  

After engaging in this reflection, parishioners are invited to post a photo of places 
in creation where they sense God’s presence and to prayerfully view others’ photos 
on the Ecological Examen  page of our parish website. 



Welcome to St. Tim’s! 

Daily Scripture Readings 

News and Updates  

Readings for the week of March 6 

Monday:  (Sts. Perpetua and Felicity) Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mt 25:31-46   

Tuesday:  Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday:  Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday:  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7-8; Mt 7:7-12 

Friday:  Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26 

Saturday:  Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-8; Mt 5:43-48 

Sunday:  Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-9, 13-14; Phil 3:17-4:1; Lk 9:28-36 

Madonna Fund 
The Madonna Fund supports mother-child 
clinics in the Global South. In keeping with 
the annual tradition of appealing for parish 
support during Lent, the Council of Catho-
lic Women will be present with donation 
containers at church doors this weekend. 
Donations may also be made through the 
online giving page of the parish website. 
Thank you for your support of mothers and 
children around the world this Lent.  

Cornerstone:  Lenten Journeys 
The Cornerstone is a publication written 
by and for St. Tim's parishioners, edited 
by our Communications Director, and is 
published three times each year. The 
March 2022 Cornerstone includes 
parishioner reflections on Lenten 
journeys. Pick up a hard copy at church 
entrances or in the parish center, or read 
a digital copy on our parish website.  

News from the Knights of Columbus 
Fish fry dinners continue every Lenten 
Friday in the hospitality center. Visit the 
parish website for details on fish fry 
dinners and how to make reservations. 

The Knights invite parishioners to 
volunteer with them at Feed My Starving 
Children (FMSC) in Coon Rapids on 
Thursday March 10 from 4:30 – 6:15 p.m.  
Register to volunteer at www.fmsc.org/
get-involved/volunteer with join code 
2NYL2W or group name: “Knights of 
Columbus 5141.” FMSC is a Christian 
organization that seeks to end global 
hunger through providing meal 
shipments to places in need. 

Lenten lectio divina 
If you are looking for a deep and 
meaningful way to pray during Lent, join 
one of the Lenten lectio divina prayer 
groups over Zoom. There will be a group 
on Mondays (March 7, 14, 21, 28, and April 
4) and one on Wednesdays (March 9, 16, 
23, 30, and April 6), both from 7:00-8:00 
p.m. Lectio Divina (“holy reading”) allows 
for meditative interaction with Scripture. 
We will use the upcoming Sunday Gospel 
for our reflection text each week. Contact 
Cindy Novak in the parish office to register 
and receive the Zoom link. 

“Let Us Dream” Lenten book study 
In his 2020 book “Let Us Dream,” Pope 
Francis reflects on how the current Covid 
crisis has revealed the cruel inequity of 
society. In this uplifting book, he offers an 
“inspiring and actionable blueprint for 
building a better world for all humanity 
that puts the poor and the planet at the 
heart of new thinking.”  

St. Tim’s will host both in-person and 
Zoom study sessions on the book on March 
10, 24, and April 7. Our in-person 
discussion will be held in the parish center 
from 11:00-noon; the Zoom discussion will 
be held from 7:00-8:00 p.m. Participants 
are asked to acquire their own copy of the 
book. “Let Us Dream” is available at the 
Anoka County library. Contact Cindy in the 
office with questions or for the Zoom link.  

Church of St. Timothy gift shop sale 

Looking for the perfect gift to nurture a 
loved one in their faith? Come to the gift 
shop in the parish center to view our 
selection of books, rosaries, prayer cards, 
greeting cards, and much more! During 
March, April, May, and June, shoppers 
will receive one free music CD recorded 
by St. Tim's very own Bill Steffl and 
Marian and Bill Wick with any purchase.  

Stations of the Cross 
At 7:00 p.m. on Fridays, March 4, 11, 
18, 25 and April 1 and 8 in the church, 
our deacons will lead stations of the 
cross. This Catholic devotion consists of 
prayers and meditations about Christ’s 
journey to Calvary.  

May they rest in peace 
We prayerfully remember Richard Fries, Conrad Koffler, and all those in our parish 
family who have died. May the departed rest in peace and may all those who are 
grieving know God’s compassionate presence.   

A Reflection from Pope Francis on Lenten Fasting 

https://www.fmsc.org/get-involved/volunteer
https://www.fmsc.org/get-involved/volunteer

