
 
October 3, 2021 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Church of St. Timothy 

Phone 763.784.1329 Fax 763.784.0652 

All bulletins are available on our website: www.churchofsttimothy.com 

Mission Statement:  We are a progressive, welcoming Catholic community that values full participation in 

worship and community service. We commit to being a peace-loving, Eucharistic community providing 

integrated faith formation and applying gospel values to daily living. 

Church of St. Timothy | 707 89th Ave NE Blaine MN 55434 | 763.784.1329 

Parish Staff 

Pastor                     Fr. Joe Whalen 

Deacon     Tom Quayle 

Deacon/Marriage Ministry  Joe Frederick 

Stewardship/Development Director David Bach 

Middle/High School Faith Formation;  Youth Ministry  Rick Craig 

Administrative Assistant                                       Joy Heifort 

Receptionists                      Jill Hanson, Mary Kalk 

Bookkeeper    Libby Huebner 

Coordinator of Liturgical Music  Therese Jorgensen 

Communications Director   Rhonda Miska 

Director of Parish Faith Formation  Cindy Novak 

Pastoral Minister; Befrienders  Maggie Philbrook 

Coordinator for Children’s Ministries Kristen Raaen 

Maintenance Director   Barry Schuetzler 

Director of Liturgy and Music  Bill Steffl 

Director of Administration and Finance Cathy Sullivan 

See our website for full listing of parish staff. 

Office hours: 

   Monday - Friday                       8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 

   Saturday         closed   

   Sunday                     8:00 a.m. - noon  

Liturgy schedule  
Saturday: 5:00 p.m.  Sunday: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday evening livestreamed Mass: 5:00 pm 
Daily Mass/Word and communion services: 9:00 a.m., 
Monday-Friday (unless there is a funeral. Daily Mass intentions 
are posted on the bulletin boards) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturdays at 3:00 p.m. in the 
Marian garden (between doors 3 and 5) weather permitting or by 
appointment. 

Prayer requests:  Call the parish office to add intentions to the 
St. Tim’s prayer line. 
Communion for homebound: Contact Maggie Philbrook 
Baptisms: Parents must attend a pre-baptism class. Call the 
parish office for scheduling. 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made at least six months 
prior to the wedding. 



October is Respect Life Month 

 

"Where life is involved, the service of charity must be profoundly consistent. It cannot 

tolerate bias and discrimination, for human life is sacred and inviolable at every stage 

and in every situation; it is an indivisible good. We need then to show care for all life 

The first Sunday in October is Respect Life Sunday, 

which begins Respect Life Month. This is a time when 

Catholics in the U.S. are invited to reflect upon the truth 

that every human being is created in God’s image and 

likeness. It is also a time to discern how we are called to 

show reverence for all life, especially lives which are 

vulnerable or threatened, and to help build a culture of 

life. In today's hyperpolarized society, we witness as 

Catholics to the rights and dignity of all human life. We 

stand for and with the unborn and their mothers, those 

who are incarcerated, those facing capital punishment, 

those who are sick, people with disabilities, those who 

have been trafficked, immigrants and refugees, those 

whose lives are diminished through structural injustices 

like war, poverty, and racism. All life is sacred. 

An Examination of Conscience Around Human Dignity 
• How do I show reverence for the God’s gift of my life? Am I a faithful steward of 

my mind, body, and soul, honoring my own inherent dignity by providing 

adequate rest and care for myself?  

• How do I recognize the face of Christ in those who are on the margins or whose 

dignity is not being respected? Do I pray for migrants, refugees, the very young 

and the very old, women in crisis pregnancies, those on death row, and others 

whose lives are threatened? 

• How do I use the unique gifts that God has given me (talents, financial resources, 

time, and energy) to uphold the dignity of human life? Are their organizations or 

initiatives I am called to support through volunteering, prayer, or donations? 

• How have I responded to the call of love of neighbor and respect for human 

dignity through the Covid-19 pandemic? Have I made choices about precautions 

and vaccinations to protect human life, especially human lives which are most 

susceptible to serious illness or death?  

• How do I respond to Christ’s call to love my enemies? Do I recognize the human 

dignity of others even when I strongly disagree with their beliefs and actions?  

By Kristen Raaen 
Mom worked at St. Tim’s for 24 years, a job that began in the 
Sunday School program and moved on to include Liturgy of 
the Word for Children, Vacation Bible School, Early Catholic 
Family Life, and Elementary faith formation. In addition to the 
children’s programs she coordinated, she became a very active 
member of the Social Justice Committee.  

Before Father Harry Tasto’s departure in 2005, he managed the 
garden in front of the parish center. The Social Justice Committee 
arranged for the placement of the Peace Pole in 2004 in front of the 
garden. After Father Harry left, Mom volunteered to take over the 
garden.  After fourteen years tending the garden, it is only fitting that 
the garden be dedicated to her memory. 

Thank you to all who have contributed to this lovely memorial, 
whether by your donations to the memorial fund or the giving 
of your time to help with the planning. A special thanks to 
Barb Adelmann for all her gardening advice, Terry Pierce for 
her enthusiasm and planning to make this dedication happen, 
and Greg Hartmann for building our new Little Free Library. 
St. Tim’s meant a lot to my mom and it has been really 
rewarding to see that love returned. 

Mom loved St. Francis of Assisi. The tradition of the Blessing of the Animals here at 
St. Tim’s actually goes back to our Mustard Seed Sunday School program. When the 
feast of St. Francis came each October, Mom would take all the Mustard Seed kids out 
to the Peace Garden and teach them St. Francis’ Peace Prayer. Over the years she 
added in a puppet show of the story of St. Francis and the wolf, and even encouraged 
children to bring their stuffed animals in to celebrate St. Francis’ love of animals. If 
we were going to celebrate our love of animals, why not celebrate with our furry 
friends? 

The Blessing of the Animals began in 2011. It has been held each year in rain, shine, 
and pandemic, whether in the gym, beside the church, or from our cars. We have 
hosted dogs, cats, bunnies, and a rat (not to mention a few scaly friends who arrived 
in aquariums). It is our opportunity to show how much we love the special creatures 
in our lives and thank God that we get to be loved by them! 

Dedication of the Robbie Raaen Memorial Garden and Little 

Free Library, and 11th Annual Blessing of the Animals 



Welcome to St. Tim’s! 

Daily Scripture Readings 

Readings for the week of October 3  

Monday:  (St. Francis of Assisi) Jon 1:1-2, 11; Jn 2:3-5, 8; Lk 10:25-37  

Tuesday:  Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1-4, 7-8; Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday:  Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-6, 9-10; Lk 11:1-4 

Thursday:  (Our Lady of the Rosary) Mal 3:13-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 11:5-13 

Friday:  Jl 1:13-15, 2:12; Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9; Lk 11:15-26  

Saturday:  Jl 4:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Lk 11:27-28 

Sunday:  Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-17; Heb 4:12-13; Mk 10:17-30 

Supporting St. Tim’s 
We are grateful for all the ways our 
parishioners show support. Many 
parishioners have found online giving to be a  
convenient way to donate. Visit our parish 
website and click on “online giving.” 
Donation envelopes or checks (made out to 
“Church of St. Timothy”) may be mailed to 
the parish office or placed in the baskets at 
the church entrances. 

 Visit St. Tim’s on YouTube at www.youtube.com/StTimothyChurchBlaineMN 

May they rest in peace 
We prayerfully remember Nicole Geist 
and all parishioners who have passed 
away. Through the mercy of God, may 
all the faithful departed rest in peace 
and may those who grieve sense God’s 
caring presence. Visit 
churchofsttimothy.com/funerals-and-
deaths to view a list of parish deaths 
and the parish funeral schedule. 

News and Updates  

Council of Catholic Women 
The CCW will meet on Thursday, Oct 7 in 
Room 224/226 at 7:15 p.m. Preceding the 
meeting, the rosary will be prayed at 6:30 
in Room 221.  All women of St. Tim’s are 
welcome to come to this meeting. To learn 
more about the CCW, contact Kathy 
Petron at 763.755.5027. 

Youth group request for donations 
The youth group requests donations of 
individually packaged snacks (no nuts, 
please) for our weekly meetings. We’re also 
looking for new/nearly new 36”-40” floor 
pillows, gently-used board games, 500+ 
piece puzzles, a full-size pool table, ping 
pong table, and bookshelves. Please send a 
photo of any furniture donations before 
dropping off. Donations may be left in the 
alcove of the church, brought to class, or 
arranged by contacting Rick Craig at the 
office or at rcraig@churchofsttimothy.com. 

Elementary Parent Lounge 
Cindy Novak, Director of Parish Faith 
Formation, is hosting a parent lounge 
every Tuesday from 5:15—8:15 p.m. 
during elementary faith formation. While 
their children are in class, parents are 
invited to gather in Room 224 of the 
Parish Center to relax, chat, play a game, 
enjoy light refreshments, and meet other 
parents. Parents may stay for the entire 
time, or just stop in and say hello.  

Family Promise update 
Prior to the pandemic, St. Tim’s served as 
a host congregation for families in Family 
Promise Anoka County (FPAC). Four 
times a year for ten years, we provided 
hospitality, meals, and transportation to 
families experiencing homelessness.  
 

Given the pandemic restrictions, host 
congregations now serve as hospitality 
teams that provide hospitality bags to 
families in the FPAC who are sheltered in 
hotels. October 17-23 is our week to serve 
as a hospitality team, providing items like 
snacks, toiletries, gift cards, and 
homemade personalized cards to offer 
encouragement to families. 

Sign up to provide needed items after the 
October 9-10 Masses at the table in the 
back of the church. Items can be dropped 
off at the October 16-17 weekend Masses. 
Though pandemic safety protocols keep 
us from being able to extend an in-person 
welcome to families as we have in 
previous years, we are grateful we are still 
able to live out our parish mission 
through supporting families experiencing 
homelessness through providing 
hospitality bags. 

For more information about FPAC, 
contact parish office and leave a message 
for Jamie Schlough.  

Synod update 
It’s not too late to join in the synod small 
group sessions! We will meet on Monday, 
October 4 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. via Zoom 
and on Tuesday, October 5 from 10:00 a.m.
-noon for our third of six sessions. The 
topics discussed will be “welcoming 
parishes” and “collaboration in parish 
ministry.” The small group sessions are a 
good way to get to know fellow parishioners 
and offer feedback to St. Tim’s and the 
Archdiocese. Contact Rhonda in the parish 
office with questions or would like the 
Zoom link.  

Parish Pastoral Council update 
Beginning the weekend of October 3/4, 
PPC members will be present at the back 
of church after all Masses the first week-
end of every month. Please stop and say 
hello, introduce yourself, and learn more 
about the PPC’s work helping to guide our 
parish in living out our mission. 


