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Returning to  
Ordinary Time—
in more ways 
than one 

I t is ironic to me that we 
are ending the Easter 
season and returning to 

Ordinary Time about the 
same time that the 
pandemic restrictions in 
Minnesota are loosening. 
As life begins to move back 
towards ordinary activities, 
I pause to reflect on the 
past fifteen months. There 
is no doubt there have been 
significant challenges and 
for many very difficult 
times. However, for me 
there are some things I 
have learned during the 

pandemic that I hope stay 
with me for a very long 
time. 
 A few weeks ago, my 
sixteen-year-old son told 
me that he misses the 
months last spring when 
everything was shutdown, 
we all were home, nobody 

had anywhere to go, and we 
were all together 24/7. As 
soon as he said it, I realized 
I miss that time too. That 
time taught me the 
importance of slowing 

down, clearing my 
schedule, and just being 
with my family.  
 In November, my 
husband and I celebrated 
our 26th wedding 
anniversary quarantined 
with two of our children. 
From that I learned that 
life’s milestones are less 
about the exact date or the 
fancy dinners, but much 
more about the little things 
we do for each other daily 
to show each other love.  
 Just last week, even 
though she was hired in 
August, I shook the hand of 
one of our employees for 
the first time. We were both 
two weeks past our last  
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vaccination. Consequently, she took the 
opportunity to introduce herself to me, her 
supervisor of nine months, with a proper 
handshake. Social distancing has taught me 
not to take for granted a simple handshake 
or, more importantly, a warm hug.  

 I knew the people of St. Tim’s were 
special prior to the pandemic but nothing 
could have prepared me for being left 
speechless by parishioners’ financial 
generosity or kind words of support for staff. 
From all of you, I have learned the deep 
devotion and love so many have for St. Tim’s 
and how that stayed strong even when you 
could not physically be in the pews.  
 As we transition I am incredibly 
grateful that God has seen us all through. It 
has not been easy but we have learned 
lessons. I hope to not forget them as we 
begin the return to Ordinary Time and 
ordinary life.  
  - Cathy Sullivan, Director  
  of Administration and Finance 

A 
s we move into Ordinary Time in the liturgical calendar and also into a time of 
fewer restrictions after fifteen “extraordinary” months of pandemic, it’s a 
moment of transition. And, as with all transitions, it is a time to look back at 
the griefs and gratitude on the season that is ending and look ahead with hope 

at the new season. With eyes of faith, we trust God is present in all of it. 
 I have long loved the rhythms of the liturgical calendar which every year guide 
us through celebrating the mysteries of Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection. 
Ordinary Time is the long stretch outside of special seasons like Advent, Christmas, 
Lent, and Easter. The Sunday Gospel readings in Ordinary Time guide through 
Christ’s active ministry: preaching, healing, feeding, and building community. There is 
a resonance in our lives with these readings as many of us look ahead to long-awaited 
summer events: rescheduled graduations, weddings, birthdays, and vacations, or just 
shared meals and visits with loved ones with the ability to safely be physically close. 
These connections seem more precious after so much time apart.  
 May the reflections in these pages invite you to ponder where the Spirit is at 
work in you and in our parish family in this return to Ordinary Time.   

- Rhonda Miska, Communications Director 

A word from the editor 
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ALEX FACKELMAN  
Having been baptized Lutheran, 
Alex felt called to look more 
deeply into the Catholic faith. 
Upon reflection and after 
research, he decided the Catholic 
Church was where the Lord was 
leading him. Troy Burke, who 
himself went through RCIA at St. 
Tim’s, served as Alex’s sponsor. 
Alex celebrated the sacraments of 
baptism, confirmation, and 
Eucharist on March 7. 

 Alex said, “RCIA was a rewarding experience. 
Not only did I learn a ton about the faith and the 
Church, I learned a lot about myself as well. 
Receiving the sacraments for the first time was a good 
and humbling experience. I couldn't be happier to 
finally call myself a Catholic Christian.” 

JULIE FROSCH  
Though Julie was baptized 
Catholic, she was not raised 
practicing the faith. As an 
adult, she attended a 
Lutheran church. Her 
daughter was baptized, 
confirmed, and married at 
St. Tim’s, and Julie began to 
feel a stirring within her.  

 “We are all searching, 
one way or another, for happiness,” Julie said. “What 
I thought was bringing me happiness left me hungry 
for God.” She described herself as a “sponge” wanting 
to be closer to God as she went through RCIA. “God is 
showing me how to be the best version of myself. 
With God all things are possible.” She celebrated 
Eucharist and confirmation at the Easter Vigil with 
her grandson Max as her sponsor.  

Welcoming our newly initiated members 

T 
he RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation 
for Adults) is a 
program for adults 

who are seeking to learn 
about the Catholic faith. Over 
a period of months, RCIA 
participants study, pray, and 
prepare to receive some or all 
of the sacraments of 
initiation: baptism, first 
communion, and 
confirmation, as well as 
reconciliation.  
 RCIA participants are 
accompanied by a sponsor—a 
fully initiated Catholic who 
journeys alongside them and 
offers encouragement and 
support. At St. Tim’s this 
year, two adults participated 
in the RCIA and received 
sacraments.  
 Prior to their initiation, 
participants met individually 
with Kristen Neuman, RCIA 
coordinator. “I’m continually 
inspired by the incredible 
faith of those seeking to 
receive the sacraments! They 
develop a closer relationship 
with Jesus and gain a deeper 
connection with the Church,” 
said Kristen. 
 We rejoice with Alex 
and Julie, praying they will 
continue to deepen in the 
Catholic faith. Their 
discipleship and 
commitment to Christ 
inspire and strengthen us all. 
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O ur parish family has welcomed new 
members over the past few 
months, celebrating their reception 

of the sacraments of initiation. These 
milestone moments of celebrating new life 
have led me to remember running crews 
with the U.S. Forest Service on Mount 
Fleecer, a summit in the Rocky 
Mountains.  

 Many species of 
trees do not grow well 
over a mile above sea 
level. Just like us 
humans, they require 
special care. Just like all 
of us, especially when we 
are newer to the Christian 
life, they require patient 
attention if they are to 
flourish. 
 My favorite project 
was reforestation which 
occurred in stages over several years. This 
reforestation offers a metaphor for the 
growth of new faith in community.  

 The first step was to locate some 
well-established pine trees with cones, the 
crew could gather. A week’s worth of our 
cones was then sent to a nursery to 
become the stock for the future. After a 
year of growth in the nursery, the cones 
were transformed into seedlings about a 
foot in length. Then came the 
transplanting. In that step, we converted 
chain saws into augers which we would 
use to create the hole for each seedling. 
Our role was to replant the trees into 
areas which had been clear-cut some time 
beforehand. Typically, in June (when it 
was raining) we would load up the 
seedlings. Eight to ten crew members 

planted behind each of the auger drillers. 
Once the soil was loosened and an eight-
inch hole had been bored, planters would 
do their work: gently planting the seedling 
and filling in the hole with the excess soil. 
Then, the planter would look for a small 
piece of wood to serve as wind break or 
sun protection as the seedling adapted to 

the new environment and 
the roots took hold.  At 
the end of the week, we 
would have planted acres 
and acres of seedlings 
that had originated in the 
same geography and 
elevation. 
 Twenty years later, 
I had the opportunity to 
visit “my trees.” It was 
amazing to see how well 
they had not only 
survived, but thrived in 

their new home. All the patient, nurturing 
care we had shown so many summers ago 
had allowed this new life to take hold.  

 Throughout the Easter season, we’ve 
heard Jesus words from John’s Gospel 
inviting us to remain in Him, to be just as 
closely connected to Him as a branch is to 
a vine. This scriptural image and my 
memories of those summers of reforesting 
challenge me to support growth in our 
parish family. As we welcome this year’s 
crop of First Communion and 

Confirmation candidates, may 
we be the nourishing soil in 
which they grow and thrive. 

- Tim Downey  

Tending new life: soil, vines, branches, trees 
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Praying with St. Timothy: ‘You’ve got mail’ 

H 
ow much do you know about St. 
Timothy, our parish patron? A 
new piece of art in our sanctuary, 

entitled “You’ve got mail,” invites us all to 
get to know St. Timothy better. 

 St. Timothy was 
a leader in the early 
church, traveling with 
St. Paul on his 
missionary journeys 
and helping to found 
new faith 
communities.  He is 
also thought to be the 
author or co-author of 
several of the epistles 
in the New Testament. 

 St. Paul wrote 
two letters to 
Timothy. This work of 
art captures St. 
Timothy reading  one 
of these letters.   

 “The movement 
portrayed of St. 
Timothy receiving the 
letter,  stepping 
forward with quill in 
hand, shows us a man 
full of zeal to live a 
holy life, and to draw 
others into holiness 
with him,” said 
Therese Jorgensen, St. 
Tim’s coordinator of liturgical music.  
“The new sculpture is worthy of our 
contemplation and meditation.” 

 The three foot mahogany sculpture 
is hung on east wall of the alcove of the 
sanctuary, near the Holy Family statue.  

 “You’ve got mail” was created by Ron 
Felt, a retired dentist who worships at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church St. Paul. His 
artwork is an extension of his prayer and an 
expression of his Christian faith. Felt’s 

carvings of characters and 
scenes from Scripture have 
found a home in over sixty 
churches and other faith-
based institutions across 
the greater metro area, in 
his native Chicagoland, 
and even overseas.  

 “My interest in art 
began over fifty years ago 
when I encountered the 
woodcarvers of 
Oberammergau, Germany 
on a college tour,” said 
Felt.  “That experience 
hooked me on carving 
wood. What started out as 
a hobby evolved into a 
second vocation upon my 
retirement.” 

 “We are grateful to 
have this one-of-a-kind 
piece of art here at St. 
Tim’s,” said Father Joe 
Whalen.  “Our parish has a 
long tradition of valuing 
the arts in bringing beauty 
to our common prayer. 
The installation of this  

sculpture is a continuation of that 
tradition.”  

 The next time that you are entering or 
exiting the church, you’re invited to spend 
some time with Felt’s rendering of St. 
Timothy, our parish patron.  

Fr Joe Whalen received the gift from 
artist Ron Felt on May 5. 
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Parishioner in the spotlight: Barb Adelmann 

I f you have ever 
stopped to admire 
the beauty of 

blooming tulips in 
the Marian garden or 
take in the brilliance 
of the petunias near 
the parish’s statue of 
St. Francis, you have 
admired Barb 
Adelmann’s labor of 
love.  

 Barb and her husband Jerry were 
married in 1962 and have been active 
parishioners since then. While she has 
also served as a faith 
formation teacher and 
projectionist, Barb 
describes her true passion 
as “playing in the dirt.”  

 Barb, a retired 
teacher, is now in her tenth 
year of flower gardening at 
St. Tim’s.  She is quick to 
offer praise for the “crew” 
she gardens with,  
describing them as 
“fabulous, dependable and 
knowledgeable.”  

 Barb and her husband 
parked in the same spot 
when they came to weekend Mass, and she 
noticed a plot of earth near where they 
parked. “It began by my asking,  ‘Is there 
anybody in charge of this? Would you 
mind if I did something with that?’”  

 The initial funding for the gardens  
had recently passed away. They gave a 
donation and said, “She would have loved 
for this to go to the gardens.”  

 Barb took the initial donation, 
measured the gardens and made a plan. 
Under former administrator Lou 
Ochocki’s leadership, Barb remembered 
the day that he had good soil delivered for 
the flower garden. 

 “Before that, gardening here was like 
playing in a sandbox,” she recalled with a 
laugh. “But that soil! It was like black 
gold.”  

 Since then, St. Tim’s flower gardens 
have continued to flourish. “Lots of 
people—walkers, bikers—tell me how 
much they appreciate them. The gardens 

make people stop, 
enjoy, and think about 
something besides 
their troubles for a 
minute.” 

 In addition to the 
joy the flower gardens  
brings to others, Barb 
recognizes the joy they 
bring to her and the 
way her gardening 
becomes a form of 
prayer.  

 “This is a job I 
love—even the 
weeding! I’m outside, I 
listen to the birds 

singing, butterflies flutter past me. 
Thinking of the gardens kept me going all 
winter. I love it. I feel at peace. God is 
always right there. He’s there all the time, 
but sometimes I’m more aware of it than 
others. Prayer doesn’t have to be words. 
Prayer can be appreciating the beauty God 
put in front of you.” 
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We were home!   

O n April 17, my 
husband Greg and I 
walked into the door 

of St. Tim's for the first 
time since March 7 of 
2020. Over those 406 days, 
we were worshiping online, 
grateful for St. Tim’s 
streaming Masses. In spite 
of those opportunities, as 
well as the parking lot 
Masses and socially-
distanced Eucharist in the 
parking lot, we were 
thirsting for the 
opportunity to walk 
through the doors of the 
parish that has been home 
to us for 47 years. It was 
an emotional walk into 
door # 3!  Everything was 
so different yet familiar. 
Tears welled up in my eyes 
and found their way to the 
mask that I was wearing. 
We were home! 
 During this long 
pandemic, life was so 
different without the close 
contact with family 
members. Like so many 
others, we missed the time 
with our kids and 
grandkids. At times it was 
difficult to be optimistic 
that life would return to 
normal. We deeply missed 
volunteer opportunities at 
St. Tim's - distributing 
communion, greeting 
people at the doors, 
helping with Thanksgiving 
and Christmas baskets, 

making fleece blankets, 
and so much more.  There 
was a vacuum in our lives 
and even filling it with 
prayer became difficult. We 
deeply missed what St. 
Tim's is known for: a sense 
of belonging! 
 So during those dark 
days, we searched for hope: 

hope that our loved ones 
would remain safe, hope 
for a vaccine, hope we 
could return to normal. 
The first step we wanted 
back was feeling back home 
in church. 
 During the days of 
the pandemic, I found a 
new appreciation for the 
gift of nature. My outdoor 
walks during the seasons 
became a chance to get out 
of the house, to soak up the 
offerings of creation: 
snowflakes, wispy clouds, 

sunrise, sunset, trees 
budding or leaves falling, 
birds that were freer than I 
felt. 

  These walks gave me 
the chance to go someplace 
safe beyond my own four 
walls. It was during those 
times in nature that I could 
pray and feel close to the 
gifts God has given each of 
us. It was in nature that I 
could find hope and 
search for purpose when I 
couldn't understand the 
purpose for the 
pandemic.  
 So as I write these 
on May 17, I am grateful 
that we made it through 
this pandemic! I am 
deeply grateful to St. 
Tim's for the many ways 
that they "left the lights 
on"  and opened the doors 
wide when we felt we 
could return to worship in 

person!  We thank Father 
Joe, the staff of St. Tim's 
and the Parish Pastoral 
Council who made us feel 
safe as we returned and 
helped us to worship until 
that day came. We are so 
grateful to be back!  

- Kathy 
Piche  



 
Church of St. Timothy 

707 89th Ave NE, Blaine MN 55434     
763.784.1329  www.churchofsttimothy.com 

 What has your experience been of 

moving into summer, into Ordinary 

Time and out of the long “extraordinary” 

season of pandemic? 

  You are invited to find a 

comfortable seat, sit down with a cup of 

tea or coffee, and prayerfully think 

about the reflections shared by 

members of the St. Tim’s parish family 

in this issue of the Cornerstone.  

 Kathy Piche wrote about how time 

in nature during the various seasons 

helped her to feel connection during the 

difficult days of pandemic when it was 

hard to find hope. Is there a particular 

place in nature where you find it easier 

to be open to God’s presence and sense 

gratitude for the gifts of creation?  

 Cathy Sullivan wrote of how the 

pandemic has taught her not to take 

bodily closeness and a simple hug or 

handshake for granted.  
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Church of St. Timothy mission: We are a progressive, welcoming Catholic 
community that values full participation in worship and community service. We 
commit to being a peace-loving, Eucharistic community providing integrated faith 
formation and applying gospel values to daily living. 

For your reflection 

“You are built upon the foundations of the apostles and prophets, and Christ Jesus 

himself is the cornerstone.” (Ephesians 2:20) 

What did you learn about the role of 

physical touch in your life during these 

months of social distancing?   

 In reflecting on her RCIA journey, 

Julie Frosch wrote that she realized that 

what she thought was bringing her 

happiness “left her hungry for God.” 

When in your life have you realized that 

some goal you were pursuing was not, in 

fact, bringing you happiness? 

 Tim Downey expressed the hope 

that St. Tim’s parishioners be the soil that 

our newly-initiated members (youth and 

adults) will grow in. What gifts do you 

bring to the soil of our parish community 

to nurture and build up others?  

 In reflecting on awareness of God’s 

presence in gardening, Barb Adelmann 

said prayer “doesn’t have to be words.” 

When have you experienced gratitude 

and joy which becomes a moment of 

wordless prayer? 


