
 
 

December 20 and 27, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Advent and   

Feast of the Holy Family 



Welcome to St. Tim’s! 

Year end giving to St. Tim’s 
Federal standards require Church of St. 
Timothy to treat all contributions 
received in 2020 as 2020 contributions 
for tax purposes. The following 
contributions will be recorded in 2020: 
anything mailed with a postmark in 
2020; donations hand delivered to the 
parish office by 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 31; donations initiated online 
through our website on or before 
December 31, 2020. Please contact the 
parish office if you have any questions. 
We appreciate your supporting our 
shared parish mission.  

St. Tim’s bulletin has a new look! 
With the ending of St. Tim’s contract with 
Paluch, we are now printing our biweekly 
bulletin at the parish office. We hope you 
enjoy the changes, including  larger font 
and removal of advertisements. If you 
have feedback to share about the bulletin, 
please contact St. Tim’s Communications 
Director, Rhonda Miska, at 
rmiska@chuchofsttimothy.com or 
763.784.1329.  We want to know how all 
our parish communications channels can 
best serve parishioners’ needs. 

May they rest in peace 
We prayerfully remember these  
parishioners who recently passed away.  
 
• Ed Bicha, died December 12 

 
• Marlene Walls, died December 12 

 
• Glenn Kirsch, died December 7 

 
• Ramon Zamarrippa, died December 5 

 
• Carol Kavolak, died December4 

 
• William "Mac" McPherson, died De-

cember 1 
 

• Mary Fettig, died November 30 
 

• John Tonneson, died November 24  
 
May they rest in God’s embrace, and may 
all who grieve know God’s comfort.  

Follow St. Tim’s on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StTimothyBlaine 

2021 St. Tim’s calendars  
The St. Tim’s 2021 calendars are being 
generously sponsored by Washburn-
Mcreavy Funeral Home. If you would like 
a calendar, please pick one up in the  
basket outside the parish office doors.   

Blue Christmas 
Are you struggling with grief, loneliness, 
or anxiety this holiday season? For many, 
this “most wonderful time of the year” is 
a time of challenge, especially in 
pandemic. Bring these feelings before our 
healing God through our  half-hour 
virtual Blue Christmas service which can 
be found on the parish website homepage  
and parish YouTube channel.  Giving Tree 

Thank you to all who participated in the 
Giving Tree through buying gifts or giving 
financially. Through your generosity, 
many families had a more joyful holiday. 



Parish News 
Parenting Through Pandemic  
The final gathering of St. Tim’s four-part 
Parenting Through Pandemic will be held  
on Sunday, December 20 at 7:00 p.m. on 
Zoom. The sessions are led by Christian 
therapist Heather Goochey. Email  
sttimothychurch@churchofsttimothy.com 
to register and get the Zoom link. 

Epiphany collection for refugees 
St. Tim’s social justice committee’s 
annual tradition of supporting refugee 
families during Epiphany week continues 
this year. Due to the pandemic, we are 
unable to accept in-kind donations of 
household items, but invite you to donate 
so newly arrived refugees beginning a 
new life in the U.S. can purchase what 
they need. You can give by mailing a 
check to the office with “refugees” in the 
memo line, or by clicking on the “online 
giving” button on the parish homepage.  

Parish office hours for the holidays 
Please note that the St. Tim’s parish office 
will be closed on Thursday, December 24 
and Friday, December 25 for Christmas. 
The office will close at 2:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 31 and the office will 
be closed on Friday, January 1 for the 
New Year’s holiday. 

Special collection for CCHD 
The Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development (CCHD) is the Bishops’ 
national anti-poverty program. CCHD 
funds programs led by people directedly 
affected by social problems to create 
systemic change. You can give by mailing 
a check to the parish office with “CCHD” 
in the memo online or through the online 
giving option on our parish website. 
Thank you for supporting this and other 
special collections when we aren’t able to 
have second collections at Mass. 



Liturgy News 



We are in the “Covid 19-Advent” season. As you know, we have witnessed in the past month a dramatic rise 
in the rate of infection in Anoka County and in the communities served by St. Timothy’s. We remain 
committed to provide as reasonably safe environment as we can for those who worship in person, in keeping 
with directives from the State of Minnesota as well as Archdiocesan leadership. To that end, we will continue 
the practices we initiated in June: wearing masks, distancing, and disinfecting for all in-person Masses or 
events at St. Timothy’s. We are also adding some additional precautions with the protocols listed below.  

We are installing an ionizing air filtration system in the church. This is an air purification system that helps 
reduce the amount of airborne virus, including the Covid-19 virus, in an enclosed space. This system does not 
produce ozone or other harmful byproducts. It does supplement our ability to exchange fresh air in the church 
building, especially during the coldest months of the year.  

Pre-registration for all Masses will continue for the foreseeable future. Even if you regularly attend the same 
weekend liturgy, we ask you to register weekly. Pre-registration ensures that we will not exceed the amount of 
people that we can safely accommodate, and gives us the ability to do contact tracing should we need to.   

If you are in any of the higher risk groups for severe Covid-19 infection, please consider staying home instead 
of attending weekly in-person liturgies. Mass will continue to be streamed on St. Timothy’s YouTube channel 
and Facebook page, and the videos are archived for later viewing.  

If you have been or may have been exposed to Covid-19 in the two weeks prior to the date of the Mass, we 
ask that you refrain from attending in-person Mass until two weeks beyond the possible date of exposure. If 
you feel ill for any reason, please do not attend in-person Mass.  

Face masks, covering the nose and mouth, are required once you get out of your car to enter the church 
building and are to remain in place until you get into your car after exiting.  

Seating is assigned based on the number of members of your household in attendance. Seating is configured 
to maintain at least six feet of distance between households in the pews.  

You will be asked to sanitize your hands upon entering the church and again in the communion procession.   

As Cathy Sullivan mentioned in her state of the parish address, we are installing livestreaming equipment. 
This will enable us to livestream the Sunday morning or Saturday evening Mass on our website, or to 
YouTube and Facebook. We are in the line for installation, but a lot of other churches are doing the same, so 
we thank for your patience as we get the necessary technology in place to offer livestreaming from St. Tim’s.  

We are hoping to have St. Timothy’s recorded weekly Mass broadcast on the local Blaine cable television 
station. Stay tuned for future announcements.  

Our goal is that with these precautions in place and with everyone’s cheerful cooperation there will be no 
transmission of the Covid-19 virus during Mass or other events at St. Timothy’s. Again, the best precaution of 
all is refraining from attending in-person Mass if you are feeling ill in any way or may have been exposed to 
the virus.  We continue to monitor the number of cases in our ongoing discernment of how best to respond 
and adapt our parish life. As the public health situation continues to evolve and as our streaming and in-
person liturgy offerings adapt, updates will be made available through all our parish communications 
platforms (the parish website, Facebook, Flocknote, and bulletin).   

I thank you for your collaboration, rooted in care and concern for all in our parish family, especially those 
who are most vulnerable. Be assured of my prayers for you and your families in these challenging days. Know 
also of my gratitude for your prayerful support of St. Timothy’s and all those who lives have been impacted 
by this virus. May God bless our world with relief and renewal, and may God give us the strength and 
perseverance we need to act on behalf of the common good.  

Peace be with you all, Father Joe Whalen 

A letter from our pastor Father Joe about Covid-19 

Visit the “Covid-crisis—information updates” page at www.churchofsttimothy.com for 
the latest information on our ministry adaptations during the pandemic.  



Church of St. Timothy 
Phone 763.784.1329  Fax 763.784.0652 

All bulletins are available on our website: www.churchofsttimothy.com 

Mission Statement 
We are a progressive, welcoming Catholic community that values full participation in worship and community service. 

We commit to being a peace-loving, Eucharistic community providing integrated faith formation and applying gospel values to daily living. 

Office hours: 
 Monday - Thursday                                 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
 Friday     8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 Saturday and Sunday closed 
  

Mass schedule (adapted due to Covid-19):  
Saturday evening: (registration required) 5:00 p.m. 
 Sunday: (registration required) 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday evening streaming Mass: 5:00 pm 

 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Individual:  By appointment, call the parish office 
Penitential prayer service:  variable 

 
Prayer requests:  Call 763.717.1730 or 651.233.9622  
 

Communion for the homebound: Contact Maggie Philbrook at 
the parish office. 
 

Baptisms: Parents must attend a pre-baptism class. Call the 
parish office for scheduling. 
 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made at least six months prior 
to the wedding. 

Parish Staff 
 

 

Pastor Fr. Joe Whalen 

Deacon Tom Quayle 

Deacon/marriage ministry Joe Frederick 

Director of Administration and Finance Cathy Sullivan 

Stewardship and Development Director David Bach 

Bookkeeper Libby Huebner 

Maintenance Director Barry Schuetzler 

Director of Liturgy and Music Bill Steffl 

Coordinator of Liturgical Music Therese Jorgensen 

Junior and Senior High Youth Minister Kristen Neuman 

Coordinator for Children’s Ministries; Baptism prep Kristen Raaen 

Pastoral Minister; Befrienders Maggie Philbrook 

Communications Director Rhonda Miska 

Receptionists Jill Hanson, Mary Kalk 

Administrative Assistant Joy Heifort 

See our website for full listing of all parish staff members 

Church of St. Timothy | 707 89th Ave NE Blaine MN 55434 | 763.784.1329 


